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Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

Text 
TV REVIEWS

Brat Camp returns as a brand new group of teenage girls, who are having problems at home, experience life in a camp in the Arizona desert. In this series, their mothers come with them to try to mend their broken relationships with their daughters.

Both mother and daughter receive a form of therapy called Anasazi, an approach that uses peace, love and understanding rather than strict rules and hard work.

Each week the programme concentrates on just one family, following their story from the moment they leave the UK to the time they return.

Will Anasazi’s focus on spiritual health and independence have a positive effect? Can Dr Fred Dodini change the parenting habits of these desperate mothers and the behaviour of their difficult teenage daughters? Watch and find out.

The Arbinger Institute, whose philosophy and material are used as the basis of the Anasazi programme shown in ‘Brat Camp’, run free events. Their best-selling book, ‘The Anatomy of Peace’, tells the story of a family at the camp of Arizona.

The World’s Strictest Parents. The World’s Strictest Parents send British teenagers to different countries around the world to live with strict families. This is an experiment to see if being strict is the right way to bring up a child and to find out whether strict parenting can change the relationship that problem teenagers have with their own parents.

The teenagers, aged between sixteen and nineteen, spend up to two weeks experiencing life with a family from a totally different culture. They can be sent anywhere from Jamaica to Jaipur and are expected to live under the strict rules of their host family, exactly as if they were the family’s own child, and do as the host family’s children do, both at school and at home. 

Getting these teenagers to respect the rules isn’t easy. But time away from home gives the teenagers an opportunity to compare their way of life to see the value of having some order and discipline in their lives. From culture shock to self-discovery, these teenagers experience for the first time what it’s like to live with strict parents – and to understand the benefits.

Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students
Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Decide whether the statements are true or false:
1. This is the first series of Brat Camp.

2. The aim of the series is to help mothers and daughters to get on better.

3. Mothers and daughters are dealt with kindly at the camp.

4. Each programme in the series shows the progress all the mothers and daughters are making.

5. It is possible to receive a copy of ‘The Anatomy of Peace’ for free.

6. In The World’s Strictest Parents, the teenagers are all from the same country.

7. The programme wants to prove that being strict is the best way to be a parent.

8. The teenagers stay with more than one host family.

9. The teen gers attend school while they are staying with the family.

10. During their stay with the host families, the teenagers learn why having rules is important. 

Reading Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

Text 1
Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. Mark the corresponding letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet.
For two months, I have been trying to decide who makes the best ice cream. I have narrowed it down to my four favorite manufacturers: Randolph Farms, Goodies, Disco, and Twinkle. 

Let's start with Randolph Farms. Randolph Farms makes very good ice cream. They have lots of different flavors, but this doesn't really matter to me. That's because I always get coffee flavor. They make the best coffee ice cream in the world. I've never had hot coffee (the drink) but people tell me that Randolph Farms coffee ice cream tastes just like the real thing. Also, Randolph Farms uses all natural ingredients to make their ice cream. This is a good idea, I think. 

Second, we have Goodies. Goodies makes excellent ice cream. Like Randolph Farms, Goodies uses all natural ingredients. They only make three different flavors – strawberry, vanilla, and chocolate – but they make them very well. The strawberry is amazing. Every bite of it reminds me of the strawberries that I used to pick behind my old house. The vanilla is wonderful. It is very smooth and has a refreshing, creamy taste. The chocolate is outstanding. It is made with real cocoa beans from Bolivia. I didn't know where Bolivia is so I decided to look for it on a map. After hunting a while, I discovered that it is in South America! That's a long way to go to get cocoa, so it must be good. I would say that the only drawback to Goodies ice cream is that they only make three different flavors. 

Third, we have Disco. Disco ice cream is okay. They don't have many good flavors. Actually, the only Disco flavor I like is Bubblegum. It is vanilla ice cream with little chunks of bubblegum in it. After you eat the ice cream, you can blow bubbles with the gum. That's pretty fun. 

Finally, there is Twinkle. Twinkle ice cream is mediocre. The only good thing about Twinkle is that it is relatively inexpensive. You can buy a whole carton of twinkle ice cream for $4.50. That's only two weeks' allowance for me. 

1) Which of the following would be the best title for this passage? 

A. Strawberry, Vanilla, Chocolate, and Bubblegum Too! 

B. The Four Top Ice Cream Manufacturers 

C. The Finest Ice Cream in the World 

D. Picking the Best Ice Cream Manufacturer 
2) If the author wanted to get a scoop of coffee ice cream, where would he or she probably go? 

A. Randolph Farms 

B. Goodies 

C. Disco 

D. Twinkle 
3) In paragraph 1, the author uses a colon. A colon (:) looks like two dots, one on top of the other. Colons are used to separate different parts of a sentence. The part before the colon introduces an idea and can stand alone as a sentence. The part after the colon gives more detailed information about this idea, often as a list. If the colon could talk, it would say, "And here they are!" 

Using this information, it can be understood that which of the following sentences contains the correct use of a colon? 

A. My friends are: sweet, young, and generous. 

B. I like: to talk on the phone at night. 

C. I have three pets: Toto, Spot, and Rover. 

D. I want a new bicycle: or new roller skates. 
4) According to the passage, the author likes Randolph Farms ice cream because it 

I. is all natural 

II. is made in Bolivia 

III. comes in many flavors 

A. I only 

B. I and II only 

C. II and III only 

D. I, II, and III 
5) In paragraph 3 the author writes, "That's a long way to go to get cocoa, so it must be good." Using this information, we can understand that the author believes that 

A. Goodies loses money on sales of chocolate ice cream 

B. Bolivia makes the best cocoa in the world 

C. things that are hard to get must be high quality 

D. cocoa from the United States is not very good 
6) According to the passage, the author likes Disco ice cream because it 

A. is relatively inexpensive 

B. has bubblegum in it 

C. is made in Bolivia 

D. is okay 
7) According to the passage, how is Randolph Farms ice cream different than Goodies? 

I. Randolph Farms has many different flavors and Goodies does not. 

II. Randolph Farms uses all natural ingredients and Goodies does not. 

III. Randolph Farms is very expensive and Goodies is not. 

A. I only 

B. I and II only 

C. II and III only 

D. I, II, and III 
8) An adjective is a word that is used to describe a thing. For example, in the sentence, "The car is fast," the word "fast" is an adjective. Using this information, which of the following are adjectives used in paragraph 3? 

I. flavors 

II. excellent 

III. old 

A. I only 

B. I and II only 

C. II and III only 

D. I, II, and III 
9) According to the author, what is the only drawback to Goodies ice cream? 

A. cheap ingredients 

B. expensive price 

C. mediocre quality 

D. a lack of flavors 
10) How much money does the author receive in his or her weekly allowance? 

A. $2.25 

B. $4.50 

C. $9.00 

D. Not enough information is provided 

Text 2 
Read the story. Use the information in the story to answer the questions below.

Circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D.
From The Stand by Stephen King


Stuart Redman, who was perhaps the quietest man in Arnette, was sitting in one of the cracked plastic Woolco chairs, a can of Pabst in his hand, looking out the big service station window at Number 93. Stu knew about being poor. He had grown up that way right here in town, the son of a dentist who had died when Stu was seven, leaving his wife and two other children besides Stu.


His mother had gotten work at the Red Ball Truck Stop just outside of Arnette – Stu could have seen it from where he sat right now if it hadn’t burned down in 1979. It had been enough to keep the four of them eating, but that was all. At the age of nine, Stu had gone to work, first for Rog Tucker, who owned the Red Ball, helping to unload trucks after school for thirty-five cents an hour, and then at the stockyards in the neighboring town of Braintree, lying about his age to get twenty backbreaking hours of labor a week at the minimum wage.


Now, listening to Hap and Vic Palfrey argue on about money and the mysterious way it had of drying up, he thought about the way his hands had bled at first from pulling the endless handtrucks of hides and guts. He had tried to keep it from his mother, but she had seen, less than a week after he started. She wept over them a little, and she hadn’t been a woman who wept easily. But she hadn’t asked him to quit the job. She knew what the situation was. She was a realist.
11. According to the text, Stu’s mother wept…

A. when his father died.

B. when she saw Stu’s hands.

C. when she had to working at the Red Ball Truck Stop.

D. when the truck stop burned down.

12. Stu’s first job was…

A. at a dentist’s office.

B. as a waiter in a truck stop.

C. at the stockyards.

D. loading and unloading trucks.

13. Stu’s childhood was spent in…

A. comfort.

B. misery.

C. mystery.

D. poverty.

14. According to the context, we can infer that a realist is…

A. someone who doesn’t enjoy dreams and fantasies.

B. someone who accepts their situation, though it may be difficult.

C. someone who raises three children without a husband.

D. someone who likes to be confronted with the truth.

15. “Drying up” could best be replaced by…

A. drying out.

B. disappearing.

C. piling up.

D. multiplying.

Writing Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students
1. Some people believe that living a healthy lifestyle is the key to one’s happiness.

· What is your idea of a healthy lifestyle?

· How has the definition of health changed over time, and from culture to culture?

· Can a person who is not healthy still be happy?
2. Many different languages are used around the world, even within a single country.

· What other languages would you want to learn to speak and why?

· How can language help connect people from different parts of the world?

· How would the world be different if only one language was spoken throughout the world?
3. Many children grow up listening to or watching fairytales that contain moral lessons. What was your favourite childhood book or story?

· What was the moral of the story, and is it still relevant today?

· Why do you think stories are a good way to teach morals?

· If you could write a new fairytale, what moral value would you want your readers to take away from it?

